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ST, PETERS—Twenty-
eight Hillside Christian
‘Schools teachers plus three
principals and the school
superintendent recently
completed an introductory
training programme on
“The Road to Peaceful
Schools.”

‘Teachers attending the
workshop said that many of
the concepts used in the
Canadian-based
programmecouldbereadily
adapted to the St. Maarten
classroom environment.

Workshop leader Shirley
Everett, a sixth-grade
teacher and leader in the
“Peaceful  Schools”
programme in Nova Scotia,
visited many of the class-
tooms at Hillside Christian
Schools to familiarize her-
selfwith the particular chal-
lenges teachers face here.
Her immediate impression
was the similarity between
student behaviour here and
what she has experienced
during her 20-year teaching

carcer in Canada.

Everet said she was very
pleased with the interest
shownbyschool leadersand
teachers in the Peaceful
Schools Program. She cov-
ered a wide range of topics
and discussed numerous
tools and techniques that
teachers develop with stu-
dent and parent input to
greatly enhance the learn-
ing environment.

Everettalso conducted an

introductory workshop and

information session for
school principals and direc-
tors at the Insular Depart-
ment of Education on Fri-
day morning, February 11.
Thisworkshopwasarranged
by Asha Stevens, Superin-
tendent of the Protestant
Christian Schools, in con-
junctionwith Mavis Brooks-
Salmon of the Insular De-
partment of Education.
During the Friday morn-
ing session, Everett intro-
duced the principals to
“peaceful school” topics

such as “lessons in living,”
“discipline with dignity,”
“peer mediation,” “steps to
respect,” “conflict resolu-
tion” and “violence preven-
tion.”

A number of participants
expressed interestina com-
prehensive  “peaceful
schools” programme tai-
loredforSt. Maarten. While:
theprincipalswereteryposi-
tive about the behaviourand
performance of the major-
ity of local students, they
indicated that a programme
such as that presented by
Everett could have a posi-
tive impact in local class-
rooms and further the de-
velopment of responsibility
and self-esteem in St.
Maarten students.

Everett provided contact
information to the princi-
‘pals and offered to provide
all possible assistance fo
those who might wish to
pursue the Peaceful School
Program.





