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PEACEFUL SCHOOLS

11991, fourteen-year-old Ben Adams died s the result of

school violence at a Halifax school. In an attempt to

make sense of this tragedy, his mother, Hetty vanGurp, began to
promote ways to develop and maintain a peaceful school
environment. Ms. vanGurp's enthusiasm and dedication inspired one:
Cape Breton woman to get involved.
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by ron keough

A peaceful school depends upon an
environment that fosters acceptance
and understanding of each other,
cooperation positive expression of
emotions, and creative confict
resolution.

Bullying can be described as
intimidaing o theatening behavior
that is unfair and one-sided. An

spawned a broader organization
called  Peaceful  Schools
International.

Bullies thrive on the sense of power and control they.
et from their bullying behaviours.

Shirtey is now a lisson consutant
with theintematioral organization,
and has developed a program called
The Road to Peaceful Schools,
designed totrain schools around the.
world in the many components
necessay to create and maintain a
peaceful school environment. One of
the major aspects o the program is
focused on the recognition and
prevention of bulying.

“As an elementary school teacher I
beleve it s my responsiblty ot only
o teach my students academic skils,
but to provide education in human
values os well. Our children e the
~peacemakers of the future and we
must povide them withth tols they
will ned to live i harmany with one
another.
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meven distributon of power atways
exists between the bully and the
victim. Bullying behaviors include
physcaly hrting o threatening to
hurtsomeane, consisten nsuts and
name caling, derogatory gossp and
rumours, socil exclusion, andseal
bullying. Bulls thrive on the sere
of power and control they get from
thir bullying behaviours.
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thereare blles inevery walkof e
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When 1 went to schoo, it was ot
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esolutinis o take the poweravey
fom bulls a1 help hem deviop
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et wil in tum empower them.

It s essntil that chldren who
engoge in bullying bhavious adrit
thatthey are.infct,bullies. W have
o teah them how to recogize the
problem and help them change heir
behaviou. Yourg peopl can g0 to
fiends,parentsor teachers for e,
bt it i also important hat others
lake th iniiative o get help, not
st for the victm, but oo fo the
. “Bystander powe” is what this
intevenion is cale, and we teach
sudens, ° you are ot art ofthe
olution, you repart o he probiem:
Dough vrious bullying prevntion
programs, students are taught how
o recogise bulying, stategis
el prevent bullying and how o deal
withbulingbehavious. Education
nthis area i rcil not only (o the
sdents,but 1 teachers, ther school
saff and parens. There are mary
ch progrmscvalable. The lfox
Regional Polce Department has
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SAVE). Chidren can cll this rumber
o speak to someone anonymously
about bullying, whether they are
victims o bullesthemsebves, o know
of someone who is.

Presently I am in the process of
compiting my work ino @ book. In
November of thi year I will b going
to Erfurth, Germany to conduct
training in the peaceful school
concept. I'e recently had requests
ot only from other aeas of Germary,
but from other part of Europe as
well. An article on my work was
published in Psychologie Heute
(Peychology Today) in Germany.
Also, there was a short documentary
that aired in May, 2002 on LY. in
‘Germany. This included an interview
and footage ofsomeof my workshaps
s well as footage of the imple-
‘mentation of the program in Holfheim
Montessoi School in Germary. In
1997 a documentary “Earth Angels”
was_filmed at William King
Elementary showing various aspects
of a peacefulschool in action which
aired on Vision TV. Various
newspaper artces have been done as
well.

By: Ron Keough

All the media attention i procf to
me that the problem is world wide
and very seious. I am happy to be
part of th fight to end it
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